The Life and Death of Julius Caesar

When Pompey, Crassus and Julius Caesar
formed their triumvirate, they said publicly it was
for the people of Rome. They spoke of their con-
cern for the plight of the common people of the
Republic.

It was a time when the city of Rome faced
many problems. Its population had grown to
approximately one million people, many of whom
were unemployed. Such people were given regular
allotments of bread and grain provided by the gov-
ernment. Hundreds of thousands of people in Rome
lived in crowded slums. It was a time when the
Roman Republic needed strong leadership that was
interested in the people.

However, each man entered the three-way
alliance for selfish reasons. Pompey wanted land
for himself and his troops, and titles over the lands
he conquered in the east. Crassus wanted financial
profits and more political power. Caesar wanted to
be consul of Rome and to win glory, fame, and
wealth through his military campaigns.

"Each of the three men of the Triumvirate under-
stood that their alliance was a shaky one which
would last only as long as all three profited in some
way. Sometimes they went to unusual lengths to
keep their alliance intact. For example, Caesar gave
his only daughter to Pompey for his wife. Thus,
marriage brought the two families together politi-
cally, at least until her death during childbirth in 54
B.C. After that, the two men did not cooperate with
one another.

Over time, Julius Caesar seemed destined to
dominate the Roman world. For 10 years, beginning
in 58 B.C., Julius campaigned in western Europe,
fighting Celts, Gauls, and other barbarians on
behalf of the Roman Republic. Through his military
successes, he expanded the territorial borders of
Rome into portions of modern-day France, Germany,
and even to the British Isles.

With every passing year and military victory,
Caesar's enemies began to look at him with fear and
hatred. His political supporters in Rome began
organizing into gangs of young men who roamed
the streets of the city looking for rivals whom they
beat or murdered. In 53 B.C., so much street vio-
lence was taking place that no elections could be
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held. Thus, no consuls were selected that year.

In that same year, Crassus died during a military
campaign in northern Mesopotamia. With bonds
between Pompey and Caesar already broken, the
Triumvirate was no more. Pompey campaigned for
complete political power in Rome and was appoint-
ed the only consul (tradition had always required
two) of the Republic.

By 49 B.C., a victorious General Julius Caesar
began making his way back home. He was ready to
take power in Rome. When the Senate—filled with
Pompey supporters—ordered Caesar to step down
from command of his army, he refused.

After he defeated his enemy Pompey in 48 B.C.
at the battle of Pharsalus in Greece, Caesar pursued
him into Egypt. There, Pompey was killed by
ministers of the boy-king, Ptolemy XIII, an ally of
Pompey’s. After Caesar defeated Ptolemy’s army in
Egypt, he allied himself with Ptolemy’s sister,
Queen Cleopatra VIIL. Before the year was over,
Caesar made himself dictator of Rome.

After four years of continuing military cam-
paigns in North Africa and Spain, Caesar finally
returned to Rome. On March 15, 44 B.C., he was
assassinated by a conspiracy of senators who
stabbed him on the Senate floor, his bloody body
coming to rest at the foot of a statue of Pompey, his
old rival.
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The Life of Jesus Christ

During the centuries of Roman domination in the
Mediterranean region and beyond, many religious
practices existed within the Republic and later
the Empire. A new religion was created after
the death of a man in A.D. 29 who lived in
ancient Palestine, located on the eastern shore
of the Mediterranean Sea. His name was
Jesus of Nazareth.

Jesus the Christ (from the Greek word
Christos, meaning “savior”) was the
founder of a religion which became
known as Christianity.

Today, Christians are found all over
the world. Hundreds of millions of people
claim to follow the teachings of Jesus.
Long after many of the religions founded in
the Roman Empire died out, Christianity
thrived.

Jesus of Nazareth was born, perhaps, as
early as 4 B.C. and died in A.D. 29. This
may seem odd when you consider that we
have been using the initials B.C. in this
study to refer to the years and centuries prior
to Jesus’ birth. That might suggest that Jesus
was born in the year 0, but those who created
the modern calendar miscalculated the years,
accidentally placing Jesus birth four years later
than it probably was.

Born during the reign of Augustus Caesar, Jesus
grew up in Nazareth, a town in the Galilean region
of Judea. He began his career as a teacher and healer.
We know only a few events in the life of Jesus prior
to his death through a series of four short books
known as the Four Gospels.

According to tradition, these books were written
by four of Jesus’ followers. Jesus had 12 men called
apostles who served him during his three-year
preaching ministry. Four of them—Matthew, Mark,
Luke, and John—wrote about their experiences with
Jesus. Historians date the Four Gospels between
A.D. 70 and 90.

Jesus began his preaching ministry at about age
30. For three years, he preached all over Judea,
including in the city of Jerusalem. Not only did he
preach a simple message, Jesus also healed the sick
and cast out evil spirits from possessed victims.
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Jesus often spoke to large crowds of poor people,
many of whom were illiterate. Perhaps for this reason,
he often used short stories, called parables, to get
his message across. Such stories humanized his

message and gave the people simple structures

explaining his purpose.

Basically, Jesus” message incorporated all of
the following themes: 1) God (the Hebrew
Yahweh) is the father of all humankind;

2) forgiveness and love should be expressed
even to one’s enemies; 3) “do unto others as
you would have others do unto you”; 4) pay

{ back evil with good; 5) avoid all hypocrisy:

g ©) forego religious ceremony, ritual, and

/ meaningless tradition; 7) believe in the coming

' of God’s kingdom; and 8) believe in the final

Judgment when all the dead will be brought
back to life and be rewarded or punished with
either Heaven or Hell. |

Some of these messages were often veiled by
Jesus, which led some people to misunderstand
his message. Certain of his followers and his
enemies thought that when he spoke of the

“kingdom of God,” Jesus meant an earthly political
kingdom. His enemies used these words against him,
causing him to be arrested in Jerusalem, tried by a
Jewish court, and sentenced by a Roman leader to be
executed by crucifixion—the common means of state
execution carried out by Rome in A.D. 29 or

perhaps 30.

According to the Gospels, after Jesus’ death, he
arose and lived again. Those who followed him in
life continued to preach his message, leading to the
establishment of a new faith based on his life, his
example, and his claim to have been the Son of God.
Before the end of the 1st century A.D., Christians
could be found all over the Roman Empire. By the
300s A.D., Christianity became the official state
religion of Rome.

Review and Write

What significant impact do you think the life of
Jesus had or continues to have on world history?
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The Pax Romana

When Augustus (Octavian) began his rule over
Rome in 29 B.C., he publicly announced his
intention to restore the Roman Republic to power.
However, this was a vow he never fulfilled. At the
same time, he never made a monarchy for himself.
Instead, he gave the Senate greater power. (In return,
the Senate gave him the title Augustus.)

Yet Augustus did not make himself any less
powerful in this arrangement. In reality, Augustus’s
power was based in the military. The imperial armies
were loyal to him and paid allegiance only to him.

As the leader of the Roman army, Augustus held
an additional title—imperator. (The word emperor
comes from this word.) This title allowed him to still
think of the Republic as if it really existed and, at the
same time, hold great power over all the people
under Roman domination.

He also referred to himself as princeps, meaning
“first among equals.” This title cleverly placed all
citizens of Rome on the same level, while elevating
Octavian to the status of Rome’s “Number One.”
With this title, the government Octavian ruled over
was referred to as a principate.

For the next 200 years, from the rise of Augustus
in 29 B.C. through the reign of Emperor Marcus

Aurelius in A.D. 180, the principate form of govern-
ment prevailed. This period is commonly referred to
as the Pax Romana, which translates as “Roman
Peace.” Throughout these two centuries, Rome was in
control of the entire Mediterranean region. Its lands
were equal in size to the present United States. Its
army provided security within the Empire. The econo-
my prospered. It was a time of peace and security.

This centralized control which existed during the
reign of Augustus created a rich world for the Empire.
Trade took place in every province while goods
passed freely throughout the Mediterranean world.

With Augustus’s control of Egypt, great amounts
of grain poured into Rome, making bread cheap or
even free. When Augustus brought the riches of
Egypt to Rome, it affected the economy so greatly
that interest rates (the money charged by those who
make loans) dropped from 12 to 4 percent. Real
estate values rose higher. Banking houses prospered.
Superb communications on land and by sea kept all
corners of the Empire informed.

Augustus also created an effective system of
government officials, tax collectors, and financial
officers. In short, with the reign of Augustus, Rome
moved into a period of expansion, comfort, and peace.

Map Exercise

The shaded areas show the
extent of the Roman Empire.
Locate on the map all of the
following: Rome, Italy, Spain,
Gaul, Egypt, Greece, Sicily,
Palestine, Syria, Macedonia,
Cyrenaica, Numidia, Illyricum,
the Mediterranean Sea, the Black
Sea, and the Atlantic Ocean.
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Good and Bad Emperors

As a ruler of the Roman Empire, Augustus was a
brilliant leader. His reforms of the Roman bureaucracy
were extensive. While he took on great power for
himself, he was not corrupted by it. Concerning his
personal life, Augustus was a moderate man. He
helped pass laws within the Empire designed to
discourage such vices as gambling, drinking,
idleness, and sexual irregularities, as well as divorce
and luxury.

However, upon his death in A.D. 14, he was
followed by a series of emperors who often brought
limited skills and a mixed ethos to the leadership of
Rome.

Augustus was followed by four descendants of
his family line, the Julio-Claudians, who ruled over
the Empire from A.D. 14 to 68. His stepson, Tiberius
(A.D. 14-37) was a capable and conscientious ruler
who'balanced the imperial budget during his reign.
His grandnephew, Caligula (A.D. 37-41) was a
vicious young man who was probably insane.
Caligula once made one of his special horses a
consul of Rome. He was assassinated by his own
palace guard.

A nephew of Tiberius, Claudius (A.D. 41-54)
was a fairly capable ruler. He extended Roman
power into Britain beginning in A.D. 43, after a
Roman army defeated the Celts. He also extended
Roman citizenship to more people.

Unfortunately, Claudius married his own niece

Agrippina who conspired against him
and had him murdered, which
allowed the Empire to pass to

His Iegacy is one of good and
bad. To maintain power, he
ordered his mother killed
and murdered his wife, and
he was known for perse-
cuting Christians.

However, Nero did
reduce taxes, built up the
economy, and was generally
kind to the people within the Empire. He did not
waste money on expensive military campaigns.

In A.D. 64, a great fire broke out in Rome.
Although some Roman historians blame Nero for

Nero
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setting the fire, which destroyed much of the city,
he was not responsible. In fact, he was at his villa
outside the city when the fire occurred.

In the final years of his reign, Nero became
personally licentious. His reputation for gross
sexuality and drunkenness became commonplace. He
spent needless sums on extravagant banquets and
orgies. His enemies—including the Senate—turned on
him in A.D. 68. A death warrant was issued by leading
senators. Nero, however, committed suicide. With his
death, the Julio-Claudian line came to an end.

After a power struggle between four men seeking
the throne, Flavius Vespasianus (A.D. 69-79)
(known as Vespasian) rose to power. He established
a new line, the Flavian dynasty, which ruled over
Rome from A.D. 69-96. During Vespasian's reign,
the great Coliseum, a massive sports arena, under-
went construction. Also, the Romans campaigned
against a Jewish revolt, destroying the city of
Jerusalem.

Following Vespasian, his two sons—Titus
(A.D. 79-81) and Domitian (A.D. 81-96) ruled,
followed by the reigns of the men known as the Five
Good Emperors. This new dynasty—the Antonine
line—brought the Roman Empire to new heights.

Two of the five emperors were extraordinary.
Hadrian (A.D. 117-138) established new towns in
the Empire and restored old ones. Many public
works projects were built. Hadrian also reformed the
slavery system, making it illegal for a master to put
his own slave to death.

Marcus Aurelius (A.D. 161-180) was the last of
the “good” emperors. He was a remarkable administra-
tor, chief executive, and scholar. He loved philoso-
phy, and wrote a book titled Meditations. He was
extremely devoted to the Empire and served it well.

Review and Write

What do you think it required to be considered a
“good” emperor of the Roman Empire? From what
you have read here, what made some emperors
“good” and some “bad”?
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The Coliseum: Arena of Blood

Today, near the center of the city of Rome,
stand the ruins of a great amphitheater dating
from the 1st century A.D. It was known as the
Coliseum or the Flavian Amphitheater, since it
was constructed during the reigns of two Flavian
emperors, Vespasian and his son, Titus. The
Coliseum is considered one of the best examples
of Roman architecture. It was also the scene of
many horrific sporting events, which often resulted

in death.
' The Coliseum was built to seat 45,000 specta-
tors. There was also room among the stadium’s
four levels to accommodate an additional 5000.
The seating was tiered, set on sloping concrete
columns, similar to the way modern sports com-
plexes are constructed today. Spectators could
enter the Coliseum through 80 different entrances,
 which allowed the stadium to be filled and
emptied without too much delay or crush.

This immense building stands 161 feet high,
is 600 feet long (as long as two football fields),
~and 500 feet wide. The stadium consists of many
half-columns which form arches running along
the exterior. Huge canvas awnings shaded the
crowd; sometimes a giant canvas was stretched
over the top of the facility to block the midday
sun. .
Inside the Coliseum, where the sporting
events took place, is a great oval-shaped arena.
Although the floor is no longer in place today,
originally the stadium could be flooded to allow
for water events, such as mock sea battles, held
for the amusement of the crowd. Later, facilities
were constructed beneath the Coliseum floor, in-
cluding cages for wild animals and other victims,
as well as “locker rooms” for gladiatorial contes-
tants.

Anyone wanting to watch the games held in
the Coliseum had plenty of opportunities during
the year. The Roman calendar was full of official,
state-sanctioned holidays. During the reign of
Emperor Claudius (A.D. 41-54), 93 days were
established as game days. By the second half of
the 4th century A.D., the number of game days
had been increased to 175, nearly half of the
year!
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A typical Coliseum event
might begin with the gladiators
entering the arena in chariots,
each warrior dressed in a
purple and gold robe.
Gladiators were then R o 7
paired off after casting ‘%\ = :
lots (the Roman equiv- ngﬁm i
alent of flipping a ”’i&z:.{;‘,_/,”/
coin), and the games began. //'

Often those who fought 4
in the games were profes-
sionally-trained fighters
who attended special
schools to learn the com-
bative arts. Life for the
gladiators was harsh. In
the 2nd century A.D., glad- :
iators attended the Ludus
Magnus, a Roman train-
ing school. There they
slept in rough bar-
racks with no comforts.
Because many gladia-
tors were slaves, sold
for just such a purpose, guards were posted to
keep the trainees from escaping. During training
sessions, any combatant who tried to stay out of
the fight was whipped or burned with a red-hot
iron to force him into the fight.

The weapons used by the gladiators included
swords, spears, tridents, nets, and shields. If a
combatant was wounded, the crowd often had the
power to call for his death if it suited them. A
gladiator whose wounds were considered mortal
was approached by someone dressed as Charon,
ferryman of the underworld, who, wielding a
huge mallet, smashed the head of the dying fighter.

Charon of the
underworld

Review and Write
What is the most brutal sport held in modern

arenas today? Why do you think the Roman
games were so harsh, even to the point of killing?
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The Dividing of the Roman Empire

Many problems continued to plague the Roman
Empire throughout the decades of the 3rd and 4th cen-
turies. In A.D. 285, however, one emperor, Diocletian
(die o KLEE shun) helped to bring the long decline
nearly to a halt.

Diocletian ruled for 30 years, from 285 to 305.
Diocletian brought civil war to an end and worked
hard to reorganize the Empire into a well-run, effective
state. He did not restore the power of the Senate,
however. Instead he completed the process of
reducing the power of the long-standing body to that
of a town council. Diocletian created a splendid court
for himself, ordering all to refer to him as “the most

divided the army’s administration, creating provincial
commands in the hands of generals called duces. (This
word later developed into the aristocratic title of duke.)

Diocletian also worked hard to stabilize prices and
encourage trade. All these changes were sweeping and
designed to stabilize the destructive trends which had
developed in the Empire for over a century. In creating
a co-ruler, an additional capital was also created in the
Empire. Diocletian established himself in the eastern
half of the Empire at a city called Nicomedia, located
along the Sea of Marmora.

Despite his best efforts, after Diocletian’s retire-
ment in A.D. 305, many of his reforms fell apart,

sacred lord.”

In reorganizing the
Empire, Diocletian de-
cided that one problem
in providing security

North

w

followed by civil war.
For several years, five
men contended for the
throne. One of them,

known as Constantine

and stability within the | (A.D. 306-337),
state was that it was far | & . ultimately came to the
too large and unwieldy. | < o front, becoming the
No one man could rule |~ . ‘, sole ruler of the
efficiently. So he divid- >0 c Empire in 324.
ed it into two halves. O W lneito),!| f 1y h During his reign,
The eastern half he kept e= 58] s, LF‘F ‘ !’ “‘* } it {-I;; Ui Constantine moved the
for his own rule. In the ,C?w;m {é Contes ‘e, e ¥ ;| eastem capital to the
western half, he estab- - e “Hew, g . : 11 ancient Greek city of
lished a co-ruler called S l 1 S %} Byzantium, located at
an Augustus. Both men \'R-:*:::. iL{ il [ f] II Ll the entrance to the
MWL | Black Sea. He called

were to rule together.

Next, Diocletian ordered each of the two co-rulers
to select his own fellow ruler, a number-two-man,
called a Caesar: This step made certain that a succes-
sor for every Augustus was always there to take over,
which would, hopefully, bring all power struggles to
an end.

His next step in reorganizing the Empire was to
establish an administrative system throughout the
regions under Roman domination. These 13 regional
units were called dioceses (see page 25). Each diocese
was to be headed by a vicar. These dioceses were
grouped into four prefectures, each under a
prefect. While this entire system brought political sta-
bility to Rome, it also created divisions within the
Empire, which eventually became institutionalized.

Diocletian also reorganized the military. He
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his capital New Rome or Constantinople. (Today it is
Istanbul, Turkey.)

This new eastern capital signaled a permanent split
between the two halves of the Empire. During his
reign, Constantine maintained rule through himself and
a joint ruler in the west. But a later ruler, Theodosius
(A.D. 379-395) officially divided the Empire into two
halves between his two sons upon his death. After this,
the 400-year-old Roman Empire was never governed
as a single state again.

Review and Write
Although Diocletian’s divisions of the Empire

were meant to provide stability, they ultimately caused
the Empire to split forever in two. How?
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